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May it pla Your MajzsTy, 


Should nat have preſumed « on the 
Liberty of this Addreſs, if the 
Diſcourſe annexed was not of a 
Nature to be preſented, with ſome 

Propriety, to the Defender of that 
Faith, by which alone we can be 
ſaved; and which is the moſt likely 
Means to ſave us in the preſent Life; 
to ſave us in Times of Peace, from 

our Vices; and (what ſome may value 
more) in this Day of War, from our 

Foes. To our Foes, nothing can 
make us ſo formidable as Religion 
A 2 and 


iv DE DIC AT ION. 
and Virtue, which are the Fruits of 
Faith. What have They to fear 
from thoſe, who have nothing to 
hope, but on this Side the Grave? 
That is, from thoſe, in whom Valour 


is I ndiſcretion; whole true Wiſdom 
conſiſts in Flight; - who muſt there- 


fore be branded either with Cow- 


ardice, or Folly, 1 in the Field : And 
how Dreadful, in Union, are F olly, 
and Death? 


on the Contrary, i in the virtuous 
Believer, Valour is not only Wiſe, 
but Natural, and Safe; Natural, as 


through Death's frightful Aſpect, 
he diſcerns a real Friend; and Safe, 
as he is ſure to triumph, though he 
falls: And how Glorious, in Union, 
A . * and endleſs Bliſs? 


Since, 


DEDICATION. v 


Since, then, the Believer cannot 
fear, or the Former dare, but purely 
from want of Thought, it is ſcarce 
too bold to ſay, that, in a martial, as 

well as moral Senſe, Faith overcomes 
the World. 


Faith, then, is a military Virtue; 
and W take the Field, or Forti- 
5 tude may deſert: Faith not only for- 
| N tifies, but finiſhes the Soldier; who 
then only is compleat, when his King 
and Country, under all Events, are 
ſure of ſomething to their Wiſh ; 
ſure, either to rejoice in his alotious 
Conqueſt, or to boaſt, and envy his 
bleſſed End; envy his wiſe Ambition 
unbounded. by Victory; and boaſt 
his dauntleſs Spirit invulnerable un- 


der the Stroke of Death. 


| When 


feign d Defenders of Kingdoms, Sup- 


Times obſerve, that Rome was va- 


vi DEDICATION. 
When thus happy Men run no 


hazard i in War, but that of better- 


ing their Condition, behind ſuch un- 


porters of Thrones, and renown'd 


Standards of warlike Worth, a 
Nation may fit in Safety ; and re- 

count her brave Anceſtors illuſtrious 
Deeds, without fear of ſetting her 
own Diſcredit in the ſtrongeſt Point 
of Light: But when Faith is want- 


ing, cold and unanimated Fleets and 


Armies may leave us naked in the | 
Day of Battle; and with much ig- 
nominious Pomp, and Expence, en- 


creaſe and fi mb the Diſhonour | 
of our Defeat. 


The beſt Authors of former 


liant 


DEDICATION. vii 
liant and ſucceſsful, becauſe ſhe was 


Pious : But as her Piety was-erro- 
neous, her Valour was: fierce, her 
Conqueſts unjuſt, her Dominion op- 
preſſive. Real and laſting Great- 

neſs muſt be founded in true Piety, 


and a rational Contempt of Danger, 


ſuch as-diſtinguiſhes a Man from a 
Tyger; both which Virtues are the 
genuine Effect (an Effect which no- 
ting elſe can produce) of that Faith, 
which Vou, Six! defend; * 
which the following Pages would, 
in ſome Degree, ons, and 


ſuppott. | 


That Your Maj fly may TOM 
inſpire into an happy and grateful 
People theſe; aggrandizing Senti- 
ments: of old Britiſh M lagnanimity, 


and 


vu DEDICATION. 
and found Chriſtian Fortitude, of 
which the leaſt Bleſſings are Con- 
queſt and Renown; and which 
would make us happy, tho' Both 
ſhould fail : This 1s the Prayer of 


Your MajEsTY's 


Ne Dutiful Subject, and 


Ancient Servant, 


5 Edward Voung. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


TY HE Writer not knowing that this * 
ment has been made uſe of by Others, 
thought it excuſeable to { end i it to the Preſs ; * 


as it endeavours to ſhew, that the Death of 
Chriſt, as well as his Reſurrection, gives 
: Evidence to the Truth of his Religion. 
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4 And Pilate faid unto them, M, * * WI, Bat 
Evil hath He done? And they cried out 


more exceedingly, Crucify Him. 


I E Crucifixion of our bleſſed Saviour 
7 was an Event full of Terror in its 
Nature, and full of Conſolation in its Con- 
| ſequences, to the whole human Race. But 
neither of theſe is the propoſed Subject of 
the preſent Diſcourſe. I rather chuſe to 
contemplate the ſtrong Evidences of a divine 
Interpoſition, which are afforded us in the 
Manner of bringing about this great Event: 
Such a Manner as was requiſite to render it 
moſt effectual to the merciful Intentions of 
our great, and moſt indulgent God in it. 


ns 1a 


[124 5 


I ſhall obſerve the moſt admirable, and 
adorable Wiſdom of God through this whole 
Tranſaction; and make it manifeſt, that 
He ſees through all the Actions, Accidents, 
Hearts, and Inclinations of Men; and con- 
ducts them all, however perverſe, to tbe 
full Accompliſhment of his own good 
Pleaſure. 5 


If Innocence could ever have been a ſuffi- 
cient Fence againſt Injuſtice, or Meekneſs 
againſt Calumny, or the moſt obliging Good- 
neſs againſt Outrage, our moſt bleſſed Lord 
muſt have been ſufficiently guarded againſt 
1 the Proſecution of the Jews. But as human 
Nature ſtands corrupted, theſe excellent 


| Qualities are no Guards at all. They rather 
expoſe, and lay us open to malevolent Af- 
faults. Innocence itſelf is often interpreted 


into a Crime, and gives ſome Men as much 
Offence as Injury could poſſibly do. And 
indeed, as long as Envy is as miſchievous in 
its Attempts, as any other Paſſion; it cannot 
but 


[ 13 ] 
but happen, that, ſometimes, it may be as 
unſaſe (in reſpe& of temporal Intereſt) to be 
eminently Good, as eminently Evil. 


It was therefore to little Purpoſe that 
Pilate alleged our bleſſed Saviour's Inno- 
cence, in this Suggeſtion, «© Why, what 
« Evil hath He done? He had done none; 
but that was his Offence. Therefore this 
Allegation as it affronted the Malice of their 
Proceedings, {o it the more inflamed it; 
making them ery out more exceedinghy 


Crucify Him. 


Men muſt have ſome Virtue themſelves, in 
order to reliſh it in others. Had our bleſſed 


Lord been criminal, he would have been 


leſs hated by his Accuſers: And if they could 
have had the Pleaſure to find him as guilty 
as Barabbas, he might have found as great 
a Share of their Favour, But his excellent 
Life, as well as Doctrine, had been a gall- 
ing Reproach to their Hypocriſy; and had 
- juſtly diminiſhed their Authority among the 
People. And this * his only Crime, al- 


leging 
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I ſhball obſerre the moſt admirable, and 


adorable Wiſdom of God through this whole 
Tranſaction; and make it manifeſt, that 
He ſees through all the Actions, Accidents, 
Hearts, and Inclinations of Men; and con- 
ducts them all, however perverſe, to the 
full Accompliſnment of * own good 
Pleaſure. | 


1 I nnocence could i ever have been a ſuffi 
cient Fence againſt Injuſtice, or Meekneſs 
againſt Calumny, or the moſt obliging Good- 
neſs againſt Outrage, our moſt bleſſed Lord 
muſt have been ſufficiently guarded againſt 
the Proſecution of the Jews, But as human 
Nature ſtands corrupted, theſe excellent 


: Qualities are no Guards at all. They rather 
expoſe, and lay us open to malevolent Afſ- 
faults. Innocence itſelf is often interpreted | 


into a Crime, and gives ſome Men as much 
Offence as Injury could poſſibly do. And 
indeed, as long as Envy is as miſchievous in 
its Attempts, as any other Paſſion; it cannot 
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but happen, that, ſometimes, it may be as 
unſaſe (in reſpect of temporal Intereſt) to be 
eminently Good, as eminently Evil. 


I was therefore to little Purpoſe that 
Pilate alleged our bleſſed Saviour's Inno- 
cence, in this Suggeſtion, © Why, what 


ce Evil hath He done?” He had done none; 
but that was his Offence. Therefore this 


Allegation as it affronted the Malice of their 
Proceedings, ſo it the more inflamed it; 
making them cry. our more exceedingly, 


Crucify Him. 


Men mult have ba virtue themſelves, in 

order to reliſh it in others. Had our bleſſed 
Lord been criminal, he would have been 
leſs hated by his Accuſers: And if they could 
have had the Pleaſure to find him as guilty 
as Barabbas, he might have found as great 
a Share of their Favour. But his excellent 


— Lite, as well as Doctrine, had been a gall- 


ing Reproach to their Hypocriſy; and had 
juſtly diminiſhed their Authority among the 
* And this bein ng his only Crime, al- 


legin g 


[214] 
leging his Integrity was the ſureſt Means to 
render their Malice abſc olutely implacable. 


Thus Pilate found himſelf defeated of : 


his End propoſed ; which was ſaving his 
Priſoner : Yet let us obſerve, and adore ; let 
us obſerve, that he doubly ſerved the pro- 


poſed Ends of Providence; he ſerved them, 


both by his — * by his — 


ment too. 


For our bleſſed Redeemer was no-ways 


follicitous for the ſaving his Life: That 
was already devoted to the great Deſign of 
human Salvation. But he valued not a little 
the clearing his Innocence; for That was of 


as great Importance to the ſame Deſign. 


For had but a ſmall Stain been flung on his 
Character; had but the Suſpicion of Crimes 
ſtuck on Him unrefuted, it would have been 
of a Conſequence unſpeakably prejudicial to 


the Manners of all his future Diſciples. The 


Door of Salvation was ſet open by his Blood 
in the Remiſſion of Sins; but the Condition 
of Salvation, which is Godlineſs, Men were 


to 


( 15 ] 
to copy from his Example. If there had been 
any Appearance of Evil in that Example, 
Chriſtianity muſt have ſuffered extremely by 
it. For as it might have been looked on as 
a juſt Scandal by thoſe without the Church; 
fo would it have been laid hold on as an in- 
vincible Argument for Looſeneſs of 4 by 
thoſe that 1 were within. 


As therefore the Jews had prefaced their 
Arraignment with this general Charge, If 
e He were not a Malefactor, we would not 
© have delivered him up unto thee ;” and 

the good Providence of God was concerned 
that the common Redeemer ſhould be cleared 

from the Scandal of ſuch a Charge; fo no 
Method more effectual to that Purpoſe could 
have been taken, than that which offered 
itſelf in this Tranſaction. He was cleared 
by his Judge, convinced from the whole 
Proceſs, that nothing but Envy began it; 
nothing but Malice carried it on. He was 
ne, by his Judge, and that a Stranger, 
againſt his own Kindred ; and an Idolater, 


againſt 


[ 16 ] 


againſt the Worſhipers of God ; hide 


is ſtill more particular, in a Charge of 
Treaſon, cleared by one, who was more 
jealous for the Roman Sovereignty, than ever 
the Jews could poſſibly be ſuppoſed to be. 


So that if the Scene of his Vindication had 


lain in the Management of any other Hands, 
it could never have been ſo unexceptionable, 


and free from all Suſpicion of Colluſion and 


Partiality, as it now * appears to be. 


Thus, as the propitiatory Lamb, under 


"2 the Law, was firſt to be inſpected, and found 
without B lemiſh, and, then to be ſacrificed ; 


fo this Lamb of God, (as that Type pre- 


figured) was firſt zried, and juſtified, and 
then offered up as a worthy Propitiation for 


the Sins of the whole World. Plate had 


juſt ſo much Conſcience, as to declare him 
innocent; and juſt ſo little Courage, as to 


ſacrifice that Innocence to the popular Re- 
queſt. But both his Virtue, and his Vice, 


were equally ſubſervient to the bringing that 
to paſs, which God Almighty had before 


determined to be done. 


Still 


Cv * 

Still farther : As it was God Almighty's 
Decree, that the Meſſiah in the Fullneſs of 
Time, ſhould offer himſelf to Death for the 
Sins of the People; ſo it is worthy our Ob- 
ſervation, that the particular Death he died, 
ſo circumſtantiated as it was, did anſwer the 
propoſed Ends of the divine Wiſdom in ſuch 
a Manner, as no other could have done. 
For, 1ſt. It would not have been ſuitable 

to the moſt gracious Undertaking of our 
bleſſed Lord, to have paſs'd through any 
milder Kind of Death; becauſe Part of the 
atoning Virtue of his Sufferings aroſe both 
from the bitter Anguiſh, and deep Igno- 
miny, of what He ſuffered. 2dly. Had He 
fallen by any ſudden Violence, his Inno- 
cence had been deprived of that publick 
Atteſtation, which it now enjoys. 3dly. Had 
He been taken away by any caſual Stroke, it 
would not have appeared to the World, that 
his Death was voluntary, and the deliberate 
Oblation of himſelf for our Sins. 4thly. 
Had He done any thing more than was 
done by Him, to procure or haſten his 
C Death; 
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againſt the Worſhipers of God ; and, what 
is ſtill more particular, in a Charge of 
Treaſon, cleared by one, who was more 
jealous for the Roman Sovereignty, than ever 
the Jews could poſſibly be ſuppoſed to be. 


So that if the Scene of his Vindication had 


lain in the Management of any other Hands, 
it could never have been ſo unexceptionable, 
and free from all Suſpicion of Collufion and 
Partiality, as it now evidently appears to be. 


Thus, as the propitiatory Lamb, under 
the Law, was firſt to be inpected, wad found 
without Blemiſh, and, then to be ſacrificed ; 
ſo this Lamb of God, (as that Type pre- 
figured) was fuſt 1 and ju/tified, and 
then offered up as a worthy Propitiation for 
the Sins of the whole World. Pilate had 
juſt ſo much Conſcience, as to declare him 
innocent; and juſt ſo little Courage, as to 
facrifice that ae to the popular Re- 
queſt, But both his Virtue, and his Vice, 
were equally ſubſervient to the bringing that 
to paſs, which God Almighty had before 
determined to be done. P's 


E 

Still farther: As it was God Almighty's 
1 that the Meſſiah in the Fullneſs of 
Time, ſhould offer himſelf to Death for the 
Sins of the People; ſo it is worthy our Ob- 
ſervation, that the particular Death he died, 
ſo circumſtantiated as it was, did anſwer the 
propoſed Ends of the divine Wiſdom i in ſuch 
a Manner, as no other could have done. 
For, 1ſt. It would not have been ſuitable 


to the moſt gracious Undertaking of our 


dleſſed Lord, to have paſs d through any 
milder Kind of Death; becauſe Part of the 
atoning Virtue of his ee aroſe both 


ftom the bitter Anguiſh, and deep Igno- 


miny, of what He ſuffered. 2dly. Had He 
fallen by any ſudden Violence, his Inno- 
cence bad been deprived of that publick 
Atteſtation, which it now enjoys. 3dly. Had 
He been taken away by any caſual Stroke, it 
would not have appeared to the World, that 
his Death was voluntary, and the deliberate 
Oblation of himſelf for our Sins. 4thly. 

Had He done any thing more than was 
done * Him, to procure or haſten his 
C | Death; 


Circumſtance not to be imitated by good 


Reſcue; ; and all this, without the leaſt Act 


Enemies could reaſonably pretend to have 
been either provoked, or exaſperated; we 
ſee, here, all Circumſtances divinely eon- 
certed to ſhew forth in his precious Death 


the moſt accompliſhed Merit, and the moſt 


excellent Example. 


[18 ] 
Death; He then would have ſuffered in a 


Men. But, dying : as He did, a Death fo 
painful and ignominious, to fill up the Merits 
of it; and after a mature Tryal, and clear 


Abſolution as to any Point of Crime; and 
then evidencing a voluntary 


Oblation of 
himſelf, by not ufing any Kind of Means, 
which He could have made uſe of for his 


on his Part, by which the Malice of his 


And now, if we reflect on the ſeveral _ 
Occurrences in this Tranſaction, what ample 
Reaſon will it afford us to break out into 
the Apoſtle's Exclamation, O the Depth 
s of the Riches both of the Wiſdom and: 
« Ka of God.“ How thowughty 

does 


49 

does He know, (and what Wonder the Al- 

mighty Maker ſhould know?) all the Springs, 
and Weights; all the Motions and Tenden- 
cies; all the Powers, and every poſlible 
Affection, of his own Work? How per- 
fectly knows He the full Force of every 
Object; and how far, to a Point, it can act 
on every Paſſion of Man, in proportion to 
its preſent State, and Meaſure? And this 
being known, how eafily, by the ſole Ma- 
nagement of Opportunity, makes He the 
Paſſions of Men work out his own Ends, 

without determining them, in the leaſt, in 
| what they 6 = 


a though Almighty « God forms Good 
out of Evil, far be it from our Thought, 
that He ordains that Evil out of which the 
Good is formed. Though He determined 
that our bleſſed Lord ſhould die, far be it 

from our Thought, that He determined 
Judas to his Treachery ; or the Jews to 

their Envy; or Pate to his unjuſt Popu- 
kk; or any of thoſe finful Actions which 


C 2 con- 


20 
concurred to the bringi ging about that his 
determined Death. 


Some, indeed, are of an Opinion, that 


when God determines an End, He deter- 


mines alſo thoſe intermediate Acts, which con- 


tribute to the Production of it; being appre- 
henſive that the Decrees of God would be de- 
| feaſible, if depending on the Actions of Man, 
ſuppos d to continue a F. ree-agent in them, 
But this for the Divine Providence is too 
ſhallow a Gage. For that Free: agency, which 
makes the Myſtery to us, is ſeen through by 
God, when not by the Man himſelf. When 
Man preſumes himſelf to act freely, God 
often knows that he acts in Vaſſalage to his 
Paſſions; that there needs no Determination 


but his natural Bent, to render an Effect as 


certain, as ſupernatural Impreſſions from 


God Almighty on him, would have done. 


A Man dwelling on the Mouth of a 
River, now, makes uſe of the Stream to 
carry his Merchandiſe out to Sea; - and at 


another 


271 
another Time, makes uſe of the Tide for 
importing his Goods from Abroad: But in 
what lies all his Skill? Meerly in ſeizing 
Opportunity; not in his Influence on the 
Current either of the Tide, or of the 
Strkam. Thus, Almighty God never in- 


fluences the Current of Man's ſinful Actions; 


but only makes uſe of them, as they run in 
their own voluntary Courſe, to bear along 
with them the bleſſed Events of his own 


a holy * 


Om we form a more nfble Idea is that | 
myſterious Emblem by which the Prophet 
Ezekiel repreſents the Providence of God, 


when he compares it to a Wheel within a 


Wheel, than This? /viz.) Mature is the 
Firſt Wheel, which God has ſet agoing as 
to all Motions that are regular : And know- 
ing all the Springs which may introduce ir- 
regular Motions, His particular Providence 
is the Second Wheel, which being occaſi- 
onally ſet within the Firſt, makes uſe of it 
to carry the Courſe of Things to the Point 
of 


« Doane — 
n = 


L 22 * 
of his own Intentions. The Wheel of par- 
ticular Providence has indeed a Spring in 
itſelf, able to check, and turn that of Ma- 
ture; but it never does turn it to the leaft 


Motion that is morally wrong. 


In che preſent Inſtance, thus ſtood the 


Caſe. Natural Pravity, i improv'd by vicious 
Cuſtom, made it natural for Judas, as a 
vicious Man, to betray; for the Jews, as 
being Hypocrites, to envy; for Pilate, as 
being a puſillanimous Judge, to be borne 
down by the Clamours of the Court. And - 
thus all theſe criminal Inclinations being 
purely their own, Divine Providence only 


preſented the Opportunity before them ; 
which being done, they all acted as natu- 


rally, and as neceſſarily, as the OO” fly 


upward. 


And now, who can recolle& the various, 


and peculiar Circumſtances of Chriſt's Death, 4 
as above repreſented, and not evidently diſ- 
cern the Divine Conduct running throu gh 


the Whole? 


And 


[ 23 | 
And if God conducted this whole Tranſ- 
action, our Religion is the Truth. 


God Almighty, in his great Mercy, con- 
firm T hoſe that are in it, and convert the 
; Reſt! = 
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